
Doing Demographics for Your Target Community 
(And doing a Site Profile)  

 
 
First, go to the website of any community you are interested in. Using a search 
engine like Google and typing in the community name and state will give you 
probably more information than you want! 
 
Second, www.city-data.com is a free demographic resource that might be helpful. 
 
Third, a comprehensive demographics package for a community can be bought 
from Percept. Their website is www.perceptgroup.com. The one we recommend 
most often is the Ministry Area Profile. Samples are available on their website. 
This is the best choice if you know your target community well enough to identify 
a central target (the physical epicenter of ministry area) of two cross streets, from 
which they will devise a survey using concentric circles to establish demographic 
boundaries. You can order the profile online. If you use MNA’s double plus 
number, 8846, you will get a slight discount and some additional maps. MNA will 
also benefit in that it will give us one credit towards a free demographic study. 
 
If you are not completely sure what your target community ought to be, there is a 
lesser package available from Percept, the First View. This is done by zip code 
only. It’s an easy way to learn a little bit more about a community without 
spending nearly as much money. And if you go back to buy a Ministry Area 
Profile within a certain time limit the cost of the First View ($85) will be credited to 
the Ministry Area Profile cost (which is about $340 currently). 
 
Lastly, when you’ve done your demographics and know how you’d like to 
proceed with a church plant, we invite you to use the attached form as a 
guideline to compose your thoughts for publication on our website in the form of 
a Site Report. It will also prove to be very helpful for you, too, when you start 
recruiting a church planter, as it will help greatly in explaining the situation in a 
concise way. 
 
You can click here to see some samples of Site Reports already posted. Some 
are a little more creative in their presentation than others, but any format is fine 
as long as the information is complete. The best length is about two pages of 
text. 
 
http://www.pca-mna.org/churchplanting/hotspots.php 
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