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INTERCESSOR

Mission to North America Prayer Requests
Winter 2009/2010
Dear Friends,

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession

 and thanksgiving be made for everyone. I Timothy 2:1
From our MNA Vision Statement…

That God, by His grace and for His own glory, will transform the PCA into a grassroots church planting culture that is: 

· exponentially reproducing a growing number of biblically healthy churches

· seeing these churches characterized by significant conversion growth and ministries of mercy 
· reaching the diverse communities and people groups of North America
Prayer is essential to discovering the will and call of God in fulfilling this vision, as well as appropriating the necessary power for carrying out this call. As we partner together in prayer and in ministry, by God’s grace, we will be used by Him to fulfill this great vision.

Here you will find prayer requests for the current quarter. Please join with us at MNA in praying for these churches, our dedicated church planters and other ministries God is using to extend His Kingdom here in North America.

In Christ,
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Jim Bland

MNA Coordinator

November 22 – 28
Please pray for all the Thanksgiving activities in the ESL Ministries across the nation. Pray that God will use these events to deepen the relationships between the international students and the church volunteers. Pray that God will open the eyes of all of the students nationwide to Himself.
Remember our Thanksgiving Offering, which is used to train and empower new PCA leadership to work among the poor. Be thankful this year, and be generous with those who struggle to make it and don't have enough food, have inadequate shelter, little access to medical care, and no relationship with the Savior.
Pray for Church Planter Michael Langer of One Ancient Hope in Iowa City IA. Pray that they will stay on task in seeking the welfare of the city by offering real relationships, real restoration, real answers and real hope. Pray for their continued development as a community and their growth in Christ. Pray for their financial needs, as they need to raise $50,000 by the end of the year. Pray that their family will continue to press on for the advancement of the Gospel and that they will continue to rely on the One who brought them here and sustains them.

Pray for Parakaleo Church Planting Spouses Ministry Director Shari Thomas, who will be in Cuba during November with the Cuba Partnership. This is a new endeavor requested from Cuba with the cooperation of several PCA organizations and others to develop reformed church planting in Cuba. Shari will be leading small groups. Check out www.parakaleo.us for examples. Pray for new Parakaleo networks for wives being developed in New York City, Seattle, Indiana, the Rocky Mountain region and Virginia Beach.
November 29 – December 5
John Ferguson of New City Church moved to Calgary in Alberta, Canada in July. Pray that doors will open for them to proclaim the Gospel, for wisdom and winsomeness in sharing the Gospel, and for deep understanding of the dreams, failures and needs of the city. Pray for discernment in understanding obstacles to faith in the Lord Jesus, and for opportunities to start Exploring Christianity groups.
Pray for MNA Special Needs Ministries Director Steph Hubach:
· Praise God for a well-attended Joni and Friends Disability Ministry Conference that MNA Special Needs Ministries helped co-host in October 2009. We were blessed with great attendance from PCA churches and eight PCA speakers at the event.

· Please pray for Stephanie as she develops a 13-week Christian education DVD series on disability ministry. Grant funding is helping to underwrite the project.
December 6 – December 12
Praise for Cristina Caires and Maria Garriott, who have recently joined the Parakaleo staff: 

· Maria will focus on writing materials and developing networks for church plants in high needs areas. 

· Cristina will focus on our networks in major cities and on ministering to our many church planting spouses who speak English as their second language. 
Ray Canata of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New Orleans LA praises God for the work of rebuilding in the great city of New Orleans. Much has been done, but 66,000 of the 172,000 flooded homes within the city are still unlivable. Churches continue to take a leading role in the recovery. Redeemer has hosted teams for 4 years now and has worked on over 350 homes. But interest is declining, and Redeemer is greatly in need of more mission teams. Pray that the Lord will continue to move hearts to generously send people to work on the rebuilding effort being done in Christ's name. Praise God for significant growth at Redeemer. Pray that this will not be affected by the extremely high turnover rate within the city and congregation. Pray too for leadership development, as Redeemer moves toward becoming a particular church.
December 13 – December 19
Please pray for Metanoia MNA Prison Ministries Director Mark Casson, Associate Director Dion Marshall and Facilitator Shelly Marshall:
· Pray that our students will continue to grow in grace and truth through our studies.

· Pray for more churches to become excited about prison ministry and for people to get involved in serving as instructors.

· Pray for continued financial support for the ministry.
Church Planter Nate Wilson has been laboring for about four years to plant a PCA church in Manhattan KS. Please pray for God to complete the needs of Christ the Redeemer Mission there by providing a second qualified candidate for Ruling Elder. Pray also for perseverance for the small core group as they engage many ministry opportunities with students from Kansas State and with soldiers and their families from nearby Ft. Riley. Praise God that the fall city-wide worship service with Nathan Clark George was attended by hundreds of people. Pray blessings on a Jamie Soles concert December 15 and a Messiah sing-a-long Nate is hosting with the community choir he conducts.
Church Planter Rod Miles of Grace Church of Marin in Marin County CA (just north of San Francisco), requests prayer that God will raise up wise, missional leaders in their congregation so that they can reach the vast number of unchurched people in the county. Please pray that this congregation will press the Gospel through their own lives and in so doing will invite the community to experience Christ and follow Him as Lord. Pray that the Spirit of God will move in this county such that many new churches will be born and the resources of the county be used for extending Christ's Kingdom.

December 20 – December 26
Please pray for MNA Native American/First Nations Ministries Coordinator Bruce Farrant. 

· They have a number of meetings scheduled for winter and spring. Please pray for these opportunities to share the vision of hope that God has given them for the Native Nations in the US and Canada. 
· Pray that God will move His church to partner with this ministry in building His Kingdom among Native people. They need a broader support base to accomplish the many plans and take advantage of the opportunities that God is opening up in 2010.

· Pray that God will call Native men to be leaders and pastors in Native communities and reservations. Over 65% of Native people live in urban areas.

· Pray for Josh and Katie Charette as they complete their final year at Covenant Seminary and prepare to plant a Native church in Billings MT. Josh "Two Hawks" is Chippewa/Lakota and has a strong desire to reach out to his people.

· MNA Native American/First Nations Ministry plans to develop a Native Ministry assessment track for church planters. Please pray for wisdom and insight as they work on this.
Church Planter Dave Swavely at Faith Church in Malvern PA praises God that their officer training is proceeding well with five candidates, and they hope to organize as a particular church early in 2010. They have supported a number of missionaries on a one-time basis, but please pray that God will raise up a leader for a missions team so they can step up that aspect of the Great Commission in their ministry.
December 27 – January 2
Pray for African American Ministries Coordinator Wy Plummer:
· Pray that God will give Wy perseverance, patience and financial support for all of 2010.
· Pray that God will provide Way with assistance in leadership.
· Pray for the African American RUF ministers:
· Pray for the growth and success of the RUF ministry of Elbert McGowen at Jackson State University.

· Pray for Omari Hill, now RUF minister at UNCC. Pray that Omari raises all of his support. Pray that he will be able to gather many.

· Pray for Roy Hubbard, that Tugaloo College will open its doors to an RUF ministry.

· Pray for God's provision for RUF campus ministers for Alabama A&M, Alabama State and Tennessee State.
· Pray for our African American church planters:

· Pray for Tim Cooper, who wants to plant a church in New York City.
· Pray for Joel Miller as he begins The Summit, a church plant in Dallas TX.
· Pray for Alex Shipman, who is planting The Village Church in Huntsville AL.
· Pray for J.B. Watkins, who is planting St Roch Community Church in New Orleans.
· Pray for Stan Morton, who is planting New City Fellowship in Lancaster PA.
· Pray for our African American churches:

· New Beginnings Church in Memphis TN is looking for a pastor.

· Pray for churches who are looking for African American staff.
MNA Urban and Mercy Ministries Coordinator Randy Nabors has been visiting urban and mercy works in Seattle WA; Tacoma WA; Vancouver BC; Boston MA; and New Haven CT; and asks you to pray for the work of deacons as they assist the poor in and around our PCA congregations, and for church planters and mercy workers in the inner cities of America.

Church planter Adam Brice of Two Cities Church in Lafayette/West Lafayette IN praises God for the beginning of an RUF ministry at Purdue University, for steady growth in their church community, and for healthy church finances in the midst of economic troubles in the Midwest. Please pray that Adam will be intentional about pursuing meaningful relationships with people inside and outside the church, that he will develop a good working relationship and friendship with RUF minister Brian Davis, and that God will bless an upcoming "Introduction to Two Cities Church" class for new members and recent changes in the worship of the church. 
January 3 – January 9
Pray with MNA Church Planting Coordinator Ted Powers and the many others in church planting leadership for laborers for the harvest.

· Pray for the approximately 200 locations around North America seeking a PCA church planter or apprentice, or being targeted as a strategic location for a church plant. Ask that God will provide resources ( people, prayer and financing ( for these works.

· Pray for the 2010 MNA Assessment Centers (February, April, June, September and November), as they are pivotal in identifying qualified candidates for the ministry of church planting. 

· Pray for wisdom as Ted and other leaders around North America match the right person with the right place at the right time for a church plant.
Church Planters JG and Daryl Zoellner are thankful for the continued growth of Église réformée St-Jean in Montreal, Québec, Canada, for the coming (2010) of two new PCA missionaries to help in outreach to the large Muslim population of Montreal, and for the full government accreditation of their seminary, la Faculté de théologie réformée Farel. Please pray for wisdom as they look at where and how to plant a new church in Montreal, for more French-speaking pastoral candidates from Québec and the wider French-speaking world, and for vigor and stamina to teach in Africa this coming May.
January 10 – January 16
Please pray for MNA Chaplain Ministries Coordinator Doug Lee and Associate Coordinators Gary Hitzfeld, Ron Swafford, and Beryl Hubbard: 

· Praise God that none of our Chaplains have been injured or killed in the war on terror. Continue to pray for the Lord’s protection of our many PCA members serving in the armed forces in the war on terror.

· Please continue to pray for the 22 PRJC Chaplains who are serving in Iraq or Afghanistan today, and please pray for their families as well. 

· Pray that more PCA Teaching Elders will be called to military and civilian chaplaincy. The military needs many more chaplains, particularly Reserve Component chaplains. 
· Chaplains regularly minister to those who do not know Christ in a saving way. Pray that our chaplains will be able to present the Gospel effectively.
Church Planter Dave Thomas of All Souls PCA in Champaign-Urbana IL praises God for the good student retreat this fall. A spring retreat is planned for the fine group of students who are part of their congregation. Continue praying for more community families to join. Several have joined this year. They give thanks for a new part-time music director.
January 17 – January 23
Praise God that MNA Special Needs Ministries is the recipient of the 2010 WIC Love Gift. Please pray that many churches will choose to order and show the WIC Love Gift DVD this year—and that hearts will be moved to give generously.
Pray for the From Embers to a Flame conference to be held January 21-24 in Birmingham AL.
Church Planter John McNicoll, planting in St. George UT, requests prayer for a smooth transition from South Carolina to Utah. Pray for success in their first contacts with the St. George community, that they will find those who are interested and establish relationships with the unchurched.
Church planter Mel Sensenig of Christ Presbyterian Mission Church (CPC) in Reading PA praises God for the continual growth they have experienced. A summer outreach blessed many new people in their community. Please pray that these contacts will bear fruit. Pray also for the ESL classes that began this fall. Praise God with them that, having begun with no core group in 2005, they have seen consistent growth in attendance, giving and adult professions of faith every year. In fact, the increase in the rate of giving this past year after the recession started was greater than it has ever been. Mel still has to raise about half of the church budget from outside support and appreciates your prayers and financial support. Pray that God will continue to bring people who have a heart for the mission of CPC and the city of Reading.

January 24 – January 30
Please pray for MNA Church Planter Development Director Jim Hatch. Pray for the Lord of the harvest to call church planters from among the many seminary students Jim will meet with.
Pray for the MNA/GCA North America Church Planting and Church Renewal Conference, January 26-29 in Orlando FL, and for the Korean Pastors Conference, January 25-27 in Vienna VA.
Church Planter Connan Kublik from New City Church in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada requests prayer for their finances. Pray for a marked movement of the Spirit in souls and for boldness in Christians inviting friends and neighbors to “Christianity Explored,” for participation has been low. Pray for a deep sense of community and prayer and that the Gospel will break into lives in fresh ways as they study Galatians in small groups. Pray for partnerships for Mercy Ministry. Pray that new contacts will connect with the church. Pray for Connan and Brenda as they make decisions regarding schooling for their children. Pray as well for spiritual protection for them and for Kira, Brysan and Evan.  
Church Planter Phil Rich of Mt. Calvary Presbyterian Church in Clay AL requests prayer for their daughter congregation, Evangel Presbyterian in Oneonta AL. They thank God for those in the church now and ask that you pray for Him to bless their outreach efforts and increase their numbers. Pray for Phil as he pastors both churches, and for wisdom as they consider when Evangel should seek to become a particular church.
January 31 – February 6
Please pray for MNA ShortTerm Missions and Disaster Response Director Arklie Hooten:
· Praise God for a calm storm season and for a wonderful response at MNA ShortTerm Missions sites this summer. Praise for the children who surrendered their lives to Christ at the Sports and Activity Camp in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada. Praise for the proclamation of the Gospel at all our sites around the country!

· Praise for the safety and participation of those involved at the sites in Iowa, Hattiesburg MS, Chattanooga TN, St. Louis MO and New Orleans LA!

· Pray for MNA Disaster Response Workshop preparations, especially for Disaster Response Specialist Scott Herwig and his wife Vicky as they plan this event, and that God will use this workshop to help train and prepare many for disaster response.

· Pray for the procurement of an MNA Disaster Response Warehouse. Pray for God's funding and provision for this much needed new step in MNA Disaster Response ministry, as well as for additional financial support for our growing staff and additional funding for expanding ministries.
· Pray that God will lay on the hearts of many the need to be prepared for the certainty of disasters, seeing the opportunity for the proclamation of the Gospel through this very important ministry of mercy.

· Pray for more partnerships to develop between MNA ShortTerm Missions and PCA churches and church plants, as MNA ShortTerm Missions brings volunteers to work alongside churches to minister among communities that are increasingly diverse.
Church Planter Pat Roach of Hope Presbyterian Church in Portland OR gives thanks for the generosity of God. Hope continues to see both new visitors and new members join this young work. Please pray for maturity and deepening financial commitment on the part of those involved. Also pray for their holiday outreach as they seek to minister to those in need of food, and especially to those in need of forgiveness. 
Mission Utah Executive Director Anthony Thomas asks for prayers over the Western Key Leaders meeting February 3 and 4 in Salt Lake City UT. Please ask for the Lord to give all those attending the affirmation and joy of knowing His Kingdom will continue to expand through their Christ-honoring efforts and sacrifices. Please pray that the Spirit moves in this meeting and encourages the MNA facilitators and all participants, and that there is a sense of how desperately the Gospel is needed in Utah and in the West.
February 7 – February 13
Pray for Leadership and Ministry Preparation (LAMP) Director Brian Kelso as he leads this program that provides men to pursue ordination and women to pursue theological education without interrupting their employment or family life.
Please pray for MNA Church Planter Assessment, meeting February 8-11 in Atlanta GA.

Church Planters Don Krafft and Tim Barton, Jr, rejoice in God's gracious provision of a building and property for Grace PCA in Layton UT after some 12 years of meeting in various rental facilities. This is just the third PCA church in Utah to possess its own facility for 24/7 ministry. Pray for the church as they renovate and occupy the building, but most importantly pray that this facility will be an effective tool for ministry in this English speaking, continental United States mission field.
Church Planter Lee F. Veazey of Grace and Peace Presbyterian Mission in Northern Kentucky (located across the Ohio River in the Cincinnati metro area) gives thanks to God for the ongoing development and expansion of the church’s ministries, including three community groups. Therefore, (1) Pray that as they labor, God will be pleased to build (Psalm 127:1); (2) Pray that as they plant and water, God will be pleased to give the growth (1 Corinthians 3:6-7); (3) Pray that they will reach out to their community by boldly and humbly declaring the truth about God in their words and by demonstrating the love of God through their actions; (4) Finally, pray that all at Grace and Peace will be “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). 
February 14 – February 20
Pray for MNA Coordinator Jim Bland and Associate Coordinator Fred Marsh as they provide leadership to MNA staff and ministries, and encourage God's people to give the resources that will build MNA ministries. 
· Thank the Lord for His provision financially in 2009 and for the leadership of Church Relations Director Stephen Lutz in encouraging the financial support of our churches. 
· Pray for God's provision of leadership and financial resources for a growing ministry throughout 2010.

· Pray that our churches and individual members will have an ever greater walk by faith in trusting God for the advancement of the Gospel through the PCA. 
Free Grace Presbyterian Church in Lewiston ME rejoices in God’s goodness and faithfulness to His church. They rejoice to see how He has used the Sunday evening praise services to bring the church into the community and to draw others to the church to worship Him. Pray that Church Planters Per and Beth Almquist and church staff members Ken and Linda Morris, and all the people of Free Grace, will rest solely in the grace of God as they look forward to several big steps this winter, specifically, moving to weekly corporate worship and securing a physical location in the community. Pray for them, as they need to see God continuing to provide through drawing more people into His church and more financial giving to support these new developments. Pray that God will continue to bring clients to Jordan’s Bridge Christian Counseling and to Director of Counseling Ken Morris to wrestle with the healing power of the Gospel.
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