
Devastating tornadoes struck 
central Florida on February 2, 
2007, killing at least twenty-one 
people and destroying many homes 
and businesses. It was the deadliest 
tornado outbreak in the state since 
1998. MNA Disaster Response was 
able to play a major role in assisting 
local PCA churches and members in 
the aftermath of the disaster.

Emmanuel Presbyterian in Deland, 
FL was one of the buildings struck 
by the tornado. The pastor and other 
key leaders had just returned from 
a missions trip to Bangladesh, and 
had previously traveled to the Gulf 
Coast to help with relief work there. 
When they were hit themselves, 
however, they discovered that they 
were not as prepared for a disaster 
to strike at home.    

MNA Disaster Response’s purpose 
is not just to help after disasters, 
but also to help prepare churches to 
cope with one. “What happened 
in Deland is not unusual,” said 
Arklie Hooten, MNA Disaster 
Response Director. “We help 
to devise a plan for when the 
unthinkable happens and we 
coordinate response teams in 
the aftermath.”

Disaster Response teams are being 
developed in more and more local 
churches across North America. 
Arklie Hooten, along with Disaster 
Response Key Leaders and MNA 
staff, conducts training seminars 
throughout the year. Earlier this 
year, they conducted a seminar 
in the flood-prone Chesapeake 
Bay region to develop response 

teams that can specialize in caring 
for the victims of this type of 
natural disaster. 

MNA Disaster Response has been 
particularly active in the Gulf after 
Hurricane Katrina. MNA continues 
to mobilize thousands of volunteers 
into five sites along the coast, and 
up to 300 people a day have been 
ministering to those affected by 
Katrina. 

“We have moved from initial 
chain saw and debris clearing to 
roofing and stabilizing buildings,” 
said Hooten. “Now we are 
building homes from the ground 
up. Our goal is to get people back 
in their homes while continuing
to strengthen local PCA 
churches.”

MNA Coordinator Jim Bland is pleased to announce that 
Chaplain (Brigadier General) Doug Lee will assume duties as 
MNA Chaplain Ministries Coordinator on October 1, 2008, 
when current Coordinator Dave Peterson retires from the 
position. Subject to the necessary funding, Doug will begin 
service as a Chaplain Ministries staff member prior to 
October in order to provide a time of smooth transition.  

Dave Peterson has been the coordinator since 1995 
and is excited to see what Doug’s leadership will bring 
to the ministry.  

“I think that Doug is an absolutely excellent choice 
to be the Chaplain Ministries Coordinator and the 
Executive Director of the Presbyterian and Reformed Joint 
Commission on Chaplains and Military Personnel (PRJC). 
He has tremendous military experience, he understands 
the system, is an intelligent leader and a very good pastor,” 
said Dave. “He already knows this job so well that he will 
just go from active duty to this job and not miss a beat.”

In making the appointment with the hearty concurrence 
of the PRJC, Jim Bland notes Doug Lee’s long and 
distinguished career: “His rank of Brigadier General 
— a One Star General to most of us — is so rare for 
a chaplain; the rank alone tells us how highly the 
Army regarded Doug’s leadership.” After earning a 
Master of Divinity degree from Covenant Theological 
Seminary, Doug was ordained to the PCA ministry and 
served in three churches over the span of sixteen years, 
including planting a church. He was commissioned 
into the Washington State Army National Guard in 
1977, later transferring into the U.S. Army Reserve.

At the U.S. Army War College in Carlisle, PA in 1998, 
Doug was named Army Reserve Command Chaplain. 
In 2004, he became the Army Chief of Chaplains 
Director, Reserve Components Integration. In October 
of 2005, he assumed the duties of the Army Assistant 
Chief of Chaplains for Mobilization and Readiness. 

Dave Peterson retires next year so that he can spend 
more time with his family, but his contribution to MNA 
Chaplain Ministries has been significant. In addition to 
managing the ministry, he has personally worked with the 

chaplains to recruit, interview, and walk them through the 
process of joining the military. The personal investment 
in the lives of the chaplains is a cornerstone of the job. 

One of the highlights of Dave’s career has been 
reconnecting military chaplains to churches and to 
presbyteries. Under his leadership, the staff and income 
of Chaplain Ministries has grown from one part-time staff 
position to an annual budget of over $300,000, with three 
Associate Coordinators in addition to Dave.

Doug and Nancy Lee have been married 38 years and are 
the proud parents of four children and nine grandchildren; 
they know firsthand the challenges this ministry brings to 
the chaplains and their families. “These are typically men 
who are away from their home churches and their families 
for extended periods of time. David has helped the PCA to 
encourage prayer and financial partnerships and has added 
a personal touch to these men’s lives,” said Chaplain Lee. 
“I look forward to continuing his work and his ministry 
to military and civilian chaplains and to the church.”

Chaplain Ministries Coordinator Dave Peterson, left; 
with Brigadier General Doug Lee

After a disaster, the care and ministry needs remain 

for years to come. MNA ShortTerm Missions and MNA 

Disaster Response welcome volunteers and workers 

on an ongoing basis; for information on current and 

upcoming opportunities, go to:  www.pca-mna.org.
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Harbor Presbyterian in San Diego, CA 
hosted a conference March 12-13, 2007, 
to discuss multi-site ministry, a strategy 
used by a growing number of churches 
to reach additional communities and to 
promote growth.

Harbor Presbyterian adopted a multi-
site church planting approach from 
the very beginning of the development 

of its first congregation. “San Diego is 
an under-churched community,” said 
Doug Swagerty, a pastor at Harbor 
Presbyterian. “We realized that just one 
church would not reach and impact the 
city in the way that we believed God 
desired. We wanted to reach out into the 
community by planting several sites that 
would each have an impact in a local 
neighborhood.”

The multi-site concept creates the 
opportunity to reach a new community 
in a cost-effective way by using the 
resources and gifts of the existing staff 
and members. Rather than preaching a 

sermon only one time, a pastor can reach 
another location that needs the Gospel 
by preaching the same sermon at another 
time on Sunday. 

Typically, once a church is having 
multiple services or is considering 
building larger facilities, the care and 
nurture of the congregation can become 
unwieldy. Multi-site church planting 

maintains the vision of the original 
church while caring for members within 
smaller segments, usually based on 
geography. Smaller groups are able to 
meet closer to home and receive the care 
and nurture of a pastor within their own 
community.

Creating greater opportunities for 
evangelism and other outreach is an 
additional significant benefit. As Doug 
Swagerty explains, “We realized that 
people who are committed to a church 
might drive 20-30 minutes to go to 
that church, but their non-Christian 
neighbors usually won’t. The multi-site 

concept is one way of taking the Gospel 
to those people.” 

Harbor Presbyterian began with plans 
to grow as a multi-site church and 
now has six locations throughout San 
Diego County. The church hopes to 
start another three sites by the end of 
2007 and in the next ten years hopes to 
have about 15-20 sites. The six current 
locations rent space from existing 
churches, schools and movie theaters. 

More than 100 people from across the 
U.S. and Canada, and even a missionary 
from Japan, attended the conference in 
early March. Conference session topics 
included Why Multi-Site Ministry, 
Models of Multi-Site Ministry, To 
Launch or Not to Launch, and Team 
Ministry. There were also breakout 
sessions on leadership structure and 
development, financing and budgeting, 
how to get started, and centralized 
administration. 

Harbor Presbyterian staff Doug Swagerty, 
Dick Kaufmann, Bob Klein, Paul Kim, 
and Russ Kapusinski led the sessions.
“We were very happy to have co-hosted 
a conference on the multi-site model 
with Mission to North America,” said 
Swagerty. “A lot of churches are curious 
about the idea and are exploring if this 
is a possibility for their congregation. 
We wanted to bring people together in 
a collaborative effort to reach more 
people for Christ.”

In mid-February over 200 high school 
students arrived at the PCA Ridge 
Haven Conference Center in Brevard, 
NC to attend the YoWAW (Youth 
World Awareness Weekend) conference 
that Ridge Haven hosts in order to 
encourage, challenge, and equip the 
students for a life of ministry. 

YoWAW is a joint venture of Mission 
to North America, Mission to the 
World, Christian Education and 
Publications, and Ridge Haven. Each 
PCA Committee presents seminars that 
highlight opportunities for ministry 
with that Committee.  

MNA Native American/First Nations 
Ministries Coordinator Bruce Farrant 
and Sacred Road Ministries Director 
Chris Granberry spoke on outreach on 
reservations in Washington State and 
Arizona; Arklie Hooten presented on 
MNA ShortTerm Missions and MNA 
Disaster Response.

“The Native American people have 
really been hurt by our nation,” said 

Bruce Farrant. “We can give them 
hope through the ministry of grace in 
relationships. The Native American 
ministry is one of service, sometimes 
initiated just through soap bubbles 
and sidewalk chalk, as we love and 
serve Native Americans 
through caring for their 
children.”

Arklie Hooten, who 
directs both MNA 
ShortTerm Missions 
and MNA Disaster 
Response, and Jordan 
Sikkema of Lagniappe 
Presbyterian, led a 
group of forty-eight 
high school conferees in 
building two “Sheds of 
Hope,” which volunteers working with 
MNA ShortTerm Missions provide 
to Hurricane Katrina victims who are 
still living in small FEMA trailers or 
in other limited facilities. “Sheds of 
Hope” provide much needed storage 
for personal possessions as people await 
transition into permanent homes. 

“It was a wonderful weekend for us,” 
said Arklie. “We were able to share with 
high school students just what they 
are capable of doing and how ministry 
happens in the midst of a disaster.”

The students who attended the 
weekend were encouraged to develop 
short term mission teams through 
their home churches. For more 
information on short term missions 
and ministry opportunities for 
volunteers of all ages through MNA, 
go to www.pca-mna.org.

MNA Thanksgiving Offering 
Investing in the Future of Gospel Ministry

In Indianapolis, IN, eight men are 
trusting God for a greater impact 
of the Gospel in their city through 
theological and ministry training 
in MNA’s Leadership and Ministry 
Preparation (LAMP) program. 

LAMP provides for a complete semi-
nary program that develops Learning 
Sites in the context of local churches. 
Students are mentored through theo-
logical and ministry training while 
maintaining their jobs, caring for their 
families, and serving in their church. 

The Indianapolis Learning Site has 
set an ambitious goal of planting fifty 
churches by 2015, which can only be 
accomplished through a local training 
program like LAMP.

The LAMP program takes six years 
to complete and costs $50 per credit 
hour. The average total cost is around 
$6,000, not including books. 

“The total cost is a fraction of what 
it normally takes to pay for semi-
nary,” said Brian Kelso, MNA LAMP 

Director. 
“Sometimes 
students are 
able to pay their 
own way, or their lo-
cal church or ministry can cover the 
cost without breaking the budget.”

There are over 130 students across 
North America attending 19 different 
Learning Sites. LAMP has graduated 
13 students, including 10 who are 
currently serving as teaching elders 
in the PCA.

lamp
leadership & ministry preparation

Harbor Presbyterian hosts Multi-Site Conference
San Diego, California

YoWAW Students build “Sheds of Hope”

MNA Conferences
Seeking & Sharing His Beauty: 
A Conference on the Church, 
Art & Cultural Renewal

September 6 – 8, 2007
Indianapolis, Indiana
Designed to bring together pastors, 
worship leaders, artists, and culture 
builders, this conference will reinforce 
the biblical vision for cultural engage-
ment and renewal.

MNA will host a gathering of 
PCA participants at the:
Christian Community 
Development  Association
(CCDA) Conference

October 10 – 14, 2007
St. Louis, Missouri
Workshops provide advice for living, 
working, and serving God in under-
resourced communities. 

Church Renewal Conference

October 16 – 18, 2007 
Atlanta, Georgia
Provides practical training to pastors 
and key leaders for fostering healthy 
church growth and helps struggling 
or declining churches to recover their 
vision and direction. 

North America Church 
Planting Conference 

January 28 – February 1, 2008
Orlando, Florida
Equips church planters and coaches 
with the principles and strategies 
needed for starting and developing 
healthy, growing, reproducing churches.

From Embers to a Flame 
Conference, Briarwood 
Presbyterian Church 

January 24 – 27, 2008
Birmingham,  Alabama
Equips church leadership to 
understand and implement biblical 
strategies that nurture church vitality.

Throughout the US and Canada, 
God is calling people into ministry. 
Each year, the MNA Thanksgiving 
Offering provides valuable financial 
support to men and women who are 
training for ministry leadership among 
the many people groups who are 
largely unreached by the Presbyterian 
Church in America (PCA). The 
Offering is supported by PCA 
Churches and individual members. 
Through the Thanksgiving 
Offering, you have the opportunity 
to invest in future leaders of the 
denomination – and the opportunity 
to provide valuable resources for 
the advancement of the Gospel.

Last year’s Thanksgiving 
Offering contributed to 
numerous ministries, 
including the support of two 
minority church planters in 

Washington DC, Hispanic leadership 
for after school programs and health 
clinic services in Chattanooga, TN, 
and the support and training of a 
Leadership and Ministry Preparation 
(LAMP) student in metro Miami. 
Full profiles of each of these 
recipients are included in a brochure 
available for download 
at www.pca-mna.org. 

These success stories are made 
possible by the generous giving of 
PCA churches and members through 
the Thanksgiving Offering. Please 
prayerfully consider encouraging your 
church to participate in the Offering, 
or making your personal contribution 

to this advancement of the 
Gospel in North America.  


